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ANNEX 2

MATTERS TO BE SPECIFIED IN SECTION 15 PROPOSALS TO DISCONTINUE A SCHOOL

Insert the information asked for in the expandable box below each section.

Contact details

1.  The name of the local education authority or governing body publishing the proposals, and a contact address, and the name of the school it is proposed that should be discontinued.

	Oxfordshire County Council

Michael Mill, Strategic Manager (Property & Assets), 3rd Floor Clarendon House, 52 Cornmarket St, Oxford OX1 3EJ




Implementation

2.  The date when it is planned that the proposals will be implemented, or where the proposals are to be implemented in stages, information about each stage and the date on which each stage is planned to be implemented.

	31st August 2008




Consultation

3.  A statement to the effect that all applicable statutory requirements to consult in relation to the proposals were complied with.

	All applicable statutory requirements to consult in relation to the proposals were complied with. The consultation was carried out in conjunction with the sponsors of the Academy. 




4.  Evidence of the consultation before the proposals were published including—

(a) a list of persons and/or parties who were consulted;

(b) minutes of all public consultation meetings;

(c) the views of the persons consulted; and

(d) copies of all consultation documents and a statement of how these were made available.






	See separate document for other appendices 




Objectives

5.  The objectives of the proposal.

	It is intended to close Peers School on 31 August 2008 to enable an Academy to open on 01 September 2008, initially in the same buildings and on the same site continuing to serve the local community. By September 2010 it is expected that the substantially new-built Academy will be open. 

The sponsors have the following vision for the Academy:

Education matters in society: the provision of a well ordered, stimulating learning environment is a common right for all our children.

• The Academy should articulate social and moral values and respect for others, irrespective of their class, sex, race or religion.

• The Academy will promote the highest achievement in youngsters, irrespective of their abilities or self-expectations. Competition and collaboration are both equally important to learning. The aspirations of all our students will be nurtured.

• The Academy will celebrate students’ achievements and challenge fixed notions of ability. We will value and reward young people’s verbal, practical, academic, sporting, artistic and leadership skills.

• An effective and flourishing Academy should be ‘public’ rather than ‘private’, explaining to parents what is being taught and how the curriculum is being interpreted. It should be open to praise and constructive feedback in a genuine spirit of partnership.

• An effective Academy should work closely with neighbouring schools to improve opportunities for children and young people.




Standards and Diversity

6.  A statement and supporting evidence indicating how the proposals will impact on the standards, diversity and quality of education in the area.

	The Academy will be an exciting and inspiring place to learn where the talent and imagination of every student will be captured and nurtured. The curriculum will be broad, relevant and balanced providing a challenging learning environment for students of all abilities. A key aim of the Academy

will be smooth transition from the local primary schools and a Year 7 curriculum that will link carefully with the primary curriculum, developing literacy, numeracy, ICT skills and emotional skills. The Key Stage 3 curriculum will be followed by students in Years 7, 8 and 9, with as many students as is appropriate completing the key stage in two years, allowing them to fast-track to GCSE and high quality vocational opportunities. There will be opportunities for all students to develop sound literacy, numeracy and ICT skills at this important stage of their education. The Key Stage 4 and 5 curriculum will be covered through Years 9 to 13, supported by extensive collaboration with a range of external partners. This will enable an exciting range of GCSEs, diplomas, vocational subjects, A Levels and foundation degrees, as well as a Sports Academy, including a football course open to young people aged 16-18.

The Academy therefore will continue to work closely with the neighbouring maintained schools to ensure continuity and progression, following the agreed admissions procedures, engaging in the Children and Young People’s Plan and the local 14-19 developments. Specialisms have been chosen to complement those of neighbouring city schools and it is envisaged that the Leadership Centre will be developed with the support of the LA, to service maintained schools as well as the Academy.

In this way the Academy will add to the choice and diversity of provision, serving the local communities and with the sponsors working in collaboration with a range of partners including OCVC, local companies, OCC and the local community.

The Academy will be bringing a fresh approach to meeting the needs of this community through partnership and this will inform the provision in other schools and the way that OBU and other agencies work with them also.




Provision for 16 -19 year olds

7.  Where the school proposed to be discontinued provides sixth form education, how the proposals will impact on—
(a) the educational or training achievements;

(b) participation in education or training; and

(c) the range of educational or training opportunities,

for 16-19 year olds in the area.

	The school will be succeeded by an Academy on the same site offering provision for pupils 16-19. The further development of the Football Academy in partnership with Oxford United Football Club will enable the number of post-sixteen students to expand. 



Need for places

8.  A statement and supporting evidence about the need for places in the area including whether there is sufficient capacity to accommodate displaced pupils.

	There are currently 838 pupils on roll at the school. The new Academy opening on 1st September 2008 in the same buildings and on the same site will continue to accommodate all the current pupils who are attending the school at its closure. The capacity of the school is 1220 and the new Academy will initially have a capacity of 1400 due to a proposed expansion of the Sixth Form to allow the Football Academy to develop in partnership with Oxford United Football Club. Parents will be able to apply for places at other schools through the normal admission arrangements.


9.  Where the school has a religious character, a statement about the impact of the proposed closure on the balance of denominational provision in the area and the impact on parental choice.

	The school does not have a religious character although the principal Sponsor of the Academy is the Oxford Diocese (Church of England) so Christian values will underpin the development of the Academy. The opening of an Academy will extend parental choice by increasing choice and diversity. It will be open to children of all faiths and with no faith.


Current School Information

10.  Information as to the numbers, age range, sex and special educational needs of pupils (distinguishing between boarding and day pupils) for whom provision is made at the school.

	The school is an 11-18 co-educational comprehensive day school. There are children with special needs that can be met at the school and those with Statements of Special Educational Need receive provision appropriate to this setting. There is no specific provision reserved for children with special educational needs although there will be a special partnership with Mabel Pritchard School which will share the site and some of the Academy facilities.




Displaced Pupils

11.  Details of the schools or further education colleges which pupils at the school for whom provision is to be discontinued will be offered places, including—

(a) any interim arrangements;

(b) where the school included provision that is recognised by the local education authority as reserved for children with special educational needs, the alternative provision to be made for pupils in the school’s reserved provision; and

(c) in the case of special schools, alternative provision made by local education authorities other than the authority which maintains the school.

	No interim arrangements are required as an Academy will open on the school site on 1st September 2008 and all existing pupils in attendance at the school including those with special educational needs will be offered a place.




12.  Details of any other measures proposed to be taken to increase the number of school or further education college places available in consequence of the proposed discontinuance.

	No other measures to increase places elsewhere are required.




Impact on the Community

13.  A statement and supporting evidence about the impact on the community and any measures proposed to mitigate any adverse impact.

	Information about impact on the community is contained in the consultation documents. As the school will become an academy there is not expected to be an adverse impact on the community. It is intended that the school will be at the heart of the local community and that most existing community facilities will continue to be available but in better buildings




14.  Details of extended services the school offered and what it is proposed for these services once the school has discontinued.

	The Academy will be open as an ‘extended school’ to the whole community,

and will include youth, adult and continuing education. This means that the

Academy will provide a range of services that support the students, families

and community throughout the week and at weekends. This will include

masterclasses and advanced learning days/weeks in the arts, sciences and

other disciplines, linked to the two universities and the wider cultural life of

the city. Sponsors will of course be continually consulting with the community to find out what needs and interests are to ensure that the services we provide are relevant. Currently Adult Education, Leisure Services, Parent Education, Library Services are offered. Negotiations are taking place with providers of these services about what can be offered when the school closes.



Travel 

15.  Details of length and journeys to alternative provision.

	Not applicable.


16.  The proposed arrangements for travel of displaced pupils to other schools including how they will help to work against increased car use.

	Not applicable.




Related Proposals.

17.  A statement as to whether in the opinion of the local education authority or governing body, the proposals are related to any other proposals which may have been, are, or are about to be published.

	The proposal is not linked to another statutory proposal but approval can only be given conditional on Secretary of State approval for the Academy.




Rural Primary Schools

18.  Where proposals relate to a rural primary school designated as such by an order made for the purposes of section 15 of the EIA 2006, a statement that the  local education authority or the governing body (as the case may be) considered—

(a) the likely effect of discontinuance of the school on the local community;

(b) the availability, and likely cost to the local education authority, of transport to other schools;

(c) any increase in the use of motor vehicles which is likely to result from the discontinuance of the school, and the likely effects of any such increase; and

(d) any alternatives to the discontinuance of the school,

as required by section 15(4) of the EIA 2006.

	Not applicable




Maintained nursery schools

19.  Where proposals relate to the discontinuance of a maintained nursery school, a statement setting out—

(a) the consideration that has been given to developing the school into a children’s centre and the grounds for not doing so;

(b) the body’s assessment of the quality and quantity of the alternative provision compared to the school proposed to be discontinued and the proposed arrangements to ensure the expertise and specialism continues to be available; and
(c) the accessibility and convenience of replacement provision for local parents.
	Not applicable




Special educational provision

20.  Where existing provision for pupils with special educational needs is being discontinued, a statement as to how the local education authority or the governing body believes the proposal is likely to lead to improvements in the standard, quality and/or range of the educational provision for these children.

	Not applicable
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